
  

 

 

This is the month when all of our schools in the Salina Diocese will have a five-year accreditation review 
conducted by Cognia. Cognia is a national accreditation agency that accredits schools based on national 
and state standards. This process will allow our school to be recognized for state accreditation. 

 

Why is Accreditation Important? Accreditation is important for many reasons and offers many benefits to 
students and teachers. Most importantly, accreditation offers ‘Peace of Mind’.  The community and    
stakeholders have a peace of mind in knowing that the education of the students meets strict and rigorous   
quality standards.  

 

Cognia will look for different attributes of school in the areas of three domains Leadership, Teaching and 
Learning and Use of Resources. Schools are subject to some overarching principles of accreditation and 
form a foundation for the process. Central to the Cognia process is ensurance that schools must have a 
clearly defined mission that aims to better educate and serve the students.  Schools must demonstrate that 
they have the resources to achieve their mission while showing evidence of the mission being achieved.  

Over the last five years, St. Mary’s has set academic and strategic goals, conducted climate surveys, and  
analyzed data. In the accreditation visit, we will share our findings with the visiting team. 

 

Here are some highlights of  our findings: 

There is a strong partnership with parents and community. 

Learning is diversified based on individual needs. 

The school is Mission orientated. 

Students are involved in activities. 
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During the staff in-service on Monday, February 21st, staff did training 

on CPR for infants, children and adults. They also got a refresher on how 

to properly use the AED machine that is located outside the St. Mary’s 

Gym.  

 

Dr. Nick Compagnone was inducted to the KAIRS 
Hall of Fame on Feb 7th, 2022.  Dr. Compagnone 
has served KAIRS ( Kansas Association of            
Independent & Religious Schools) for almost two 
decades. As KAIRS President, he was an advocate 
representing 35,000 students attending private 
schools in the State of Kansas. Through KAIRS, Dr. 
Compagnone worked with the leadership of KSDE 
on educational policies. In addition, he served as an 
educator in Kansas for 48 years mostly serving the 
Salina Diocese as a teacher, principal and             
Superintendent. Several teachers, staff, family, 
friends, colleagues and KSDE members gathered in   
Topeka to celebrate the induction. 

Pictured are Geoff Andrews, Superintendent of the 
Salina Diocese and Nick and Cindy Compagnone. 

Also pictured are a few staff and previous staff from 
St. Mary’s. 
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School Council 

 

The St. Mary’s Grade School Council meeting began at 5:30pm on Feb 28, 2022 with the Prayer of            

St. Ephrem.   

Accreditation reports are due this week, and final visits will be at the end of March.  The three main goals 

for SMGS are increased enrollment, integration of technology, and individual career awareness.  The 

three domains of the Cognia performance standards are leadership capacity, learning capacity, and   

resource capacity.  Under each domain, there are multiple standards that go into the execution of each 

domain.  Each standard required multiple pieces of evidence to demonstrate how the standard is  main-

tained at St. Mary’s.  In addition to the reports, the accreditation team produced a video that covered the 

history, mission statement, demographics, statistics, attendance, faculty, test results, survey results, etc.  

The  video will be submitted for accreditation, but will also be available on the school website. 

The council then moved into the principal’s report.  A water leak was found at Love n Learn and has been 

fixed.  New air filters have been installed in the school that were provided by the EANS grant.  The grant 

also provided 325 computers  for SMGS and the goal is that the school will be 1:1 for students and com-

puters next year.  

 The proposed 2022-2023 school year calendar was handed out – as usual, it correlates with USD305 and  

Sacred Heart – and is still subject to change at this time.  

 Summer school will reconvene this year in June – plans are being made for that.  The seamless summer 

lunch program will also repeat this year.  The staff is looking for a new reading program for next year 

and has narrowed it down to three series at this point.   

  The Endowment Board will meet again after Match Madness.  The date for the 2022 Extravaganza is    

Oct 22, 2022.   

Next School Council meeting is March 28. 

 

 

Preschool & Kindergarten Parent Meetings 

We will be having a meeting for parents of next year’s Kindergarten students on 

Thursday, March 31st @ 7 p.m. in the Media Center of the grade school. 

The teachers and staff will be present to explain our Kindergarten program, its daily 

schedule and curriculum.  Our program is geared to learning through experiences 

that can be both fun and enjoyable. There will also be a sign-up sheet at the meeting 

for parents to schedule their child for Kindergarten screening April 7 & April 8. 

 

We will be having a meeting for parents of next year’s 3 and 4 year old Pre-School students on  

Tuesday, April 5th @ 7 p.m. in the Grade School Media Center.  

The teachers and staff will be present to explain our Pre-School programs, the daily schedule and 

curriculum.  Our programs are geared to learning through experiences that can be both fun and  

enjoyable.  

We invite you to come to this meeting, meet the staff, and see what we have to offer. 
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 Chocolate Sales  
    Thanks to everyone who participated in our chocolate sales.  We raised over $13,000.00 
profit for our school. The top selling family was the Herwig family.  This year families were 
awarded with “tickets” for chances to win a variety of prizes. For each $60 sold, families 
names were placed in a prize hopper. A bonus ticket was given to each family that sold the 
entire $80 package. Winning families were: Woodall, Barr, Higgins, Morris, Tripp, Holcom, 
Montoya, Bogart, Cheever/Lawson, Hernandez (Mercedes), Jasso, Cook, Webb (Kaylee),  
Compagnone, Ziegler, Moore, Lovett, Creek, and Trow. 
Congrats to all the winning families and thanks to everyone for a great job selling this year!! 

More Information Plus 
Race for Education 

On Friday, April 22nd, 2022, St. Mary’s Grade School will be having its annual Race for  

Education. The purpose is to raise funds in order to continue to provide a quality education 

and affordable tuition. All classes will be walking or jogging around a designated area for a 

one-hour period. Everyone is welcome to come and cheer on their child. Look for  

information in the Red Folders for times on when your child will be participating. 

Healthy Tip: Go for Great Whole Grains 

Offer whole-wheat breads, popcorn and whole-oat    

cereals that are high in fiber and low in added sug-

ars, saturated fat, and sodium. Limit refined-grain 

products such as snack bars, cakes and sweetened 

cereals. 

Reminder: Pre-enrollment forms 

were due Feb. 25. These forms are 

very important as they help  

 generate the commitment forms 

that will be mailed out at the end 

of March or beginning of April. If 

you need another form or would 

like more information, please call 

the school office. 

Commitment Forms 

Commitment Forms will be mailed out to families towards the end of March or 

beginning or April. Please make sure you are current with tuition, Extended Care 

and Love N Learn.  These forms will be due back to the school office on Friday, 

April 22. Forms will be date stamped. A $100 commitment fee is also due back 

with these forms. 

Be a Fit Kid: Plant a Garden 

Plant and grow flower, fruits and vegetables with your 

family. Creating a garden is tough work and a good way 

to stay fit 
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Preschool made fun hats for 2-22-22 Day!! 2nd grade teachers survived 2’s Day!! 

 

1st grade made bows and bow ties for Two’s Day 

 

Twins on a Two’s Day …. Why not!! 

 

4th grade got creative and made 2’s on the computer 

6th grade showed off the “2” signs for Two’s Day 
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HOW IT WORKS…please support ST. MARY’S GRADE 
SCHOOL 

 Donations can be mailed/bring to the school prior to Thursday, March 24 and 

 your donation will be personally delivered and deposited for you.   

 Donations will be accepted all day Thursday, March 24, 2022.  Gifts can be 

 made in person at the Salina Fieldhouse from 7:00am—7:00pm or                           

 online from 12am—11:59pm. 

 Gifts accepted: cash, check, and/or credit card 

 Online donations — www.MatchMadnessGSCF.org 

 All checks should be made out to GSCF with Match Madness in the memo line. 

 Donations up to a maximum of $2,000 per person (or $4,000 per household)  

 will be matched.  Thanks to several generous donors, there is $250,000 in 

 matching funds this year.  

 100% of the donor's gift will go to the principal of the organization's endowed 

 fund and will generate income based on the foundation's current spending    

 policy (4.5%). 

  Example: A $100 donation will become part of the fund's principal and 

  generate approximately $4.50 every year to support that charity forever. 
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SPRING BREAK 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

       

March 2022 

————————–————Spring Break— ———————————

 

St. Patrick's Day 

Match Madness 

7am-7pm 

No School– Staff 

Development 

School Council 

Meeting 

SHHS  Auction 
No School 

Ash Wednesday Father’s Day 

Mass 

SMGS Garage 

Sale 8am-3pm 

SMGS Garage 

Sale 8am-3pm 

Spring pictures 

Preschool Only 

Spring Pictures 

Main Day 

Thank You!! 

Special thank you to Mr. Jim  

Howard for helping to put down 

salt in our parking lot on a couple 

of these cold wintery 

days!! 

Kindergarten Parent 

Meeting for New          

Kindergarten students 
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St. Mary’s Messenger 
St. Mary’s School 

304 E Cloud 

Salina, KS 67401 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

O Lord,  

Risen, alive and full of grace. 

You paid such a price that we 

may live in freedom today. 

We worship your holy name and 

give thanks for your redeeming 

grace. 

 


